Forms of Governm

Correlates with S57CG1a; 557CG3aq;
$57CG4a

Citizen Participation

racy, citizens have many ways to express
themselves and participate in the government process,
Why? Because a democracy is all about making the voice of
the people heard!

The people and thelr
elected represenrdhves
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Voting is one of the main ways citizens participate in a
democratic government. Voting allows citizens to assert

. their power over what the government does and the laws

" itmakes. Free elections, held every few years, ensures that
power is passed peacefully from one political leader to
another, when citizens vote to do so. Voting is both a right
and a responsibility.

The right to vole is given
to all eligible citizens.

Clhzens I:Ighfs and personal
- freedoms are protected by law. |
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Citizens can also participate in the government of a
democracy by runmng for pohtlcal office, petitioning the
“government, and voicing their opinions in many different medla outlets
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Cltlzenshlp participation is a very different story in an
autocracy. Citizens have little to no role in choosing the
government’s leaders. Instead, one ruler (dictator) or single
political party holds unlimited power. In general, dictators
rule by force and are unwilling to give up power without war
or other political violence.

One leader or party has
unlimited power fo rule.
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Autocratic governments limit citizens’ rights and
freedoms, or deny them entirely. People are not allowed
to express their ideas and opinions freely, especially

if criticizing the government. The same is true for the
press. Newspapers, radio, television, Internet, and other
media sources are often censored to remove content

that the government does not want citizens to hear. In
some cases, citizens can be fined, jailed, or even killed for
speaking out against the government.

Citizens’ rlghfs and persondl
freedoms are often limited
or taken away.
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Key €oncept €Check-Point T AL |6-8RH2: L6-8RHA

For each pair of statements, determine which deseribes an autocracy (A) and which describes
a democracy (D).

Whe holds power? Pariicipation in Government
_____ The people (citizens) hold power. Citizens have little cholce in who leads the government.
peop P —_— _ g
One ruler or leader holds power. Citizens typically vote to elect leaders in government.
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Citizen Rights & Freedoms ____ Citizens have many opportunities to participate in
Citizen's rights and freedoms are government.
limited. Citizens have few opportunities to participate in
Citizen’s rights and freedoms are government.

protected by law.

Categoriés Are Not Alwayé Clea}!

The truth is that most governments are not entirely democratic or entirely autocratic. Most
governments fall somewhere in-between. It all depends on how much power and freedom
the people have to participate in the government!

Critical Thinking N T LT LR R R A L6-8RH2; L6-BRHS

Read about the government of Iran, a country in Southwest Asia (Middle-East).
Moake a list of ways in which it is democratic. Make another list of ways in which it Is autocratic.
Then discuss this question: ‘s Iran’s government more democratic or more autocratic?” '

- Did You Know?
Iran’s government is a special

type of government called a
“theocracy.”

In a theocracy, government
laws and actions are heavily
influenced by religious beliefs.
Many of the government's top
officials are religious leaders.
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